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Letter from the Editor

Hello crafty families,
The zoo has come to you! Whether you dive under the sea or brave an imaginary jungle, this
collection of Animal Crafts: 17 Zoo Animal Crafts, Fish Crafts, Owl Crafts for Kids, and More has
an animal craft for your little adventurer to try.
From magnets to puppets to cute homemade toys, you’ll be amazed to discover the wide array
of animal crafts you can make with household materials. Whether you have paper towel rolls,
egg cartons, or paper plates to spare, you can use them to create incredibly thrifty critters that
your kids will simply love. The thrifty nature of these kids’ craft ideas makes them perfect for
classrooms, too!
Making animal crafts with your kids is more than just fun; it’s a learning opportunity! As you
craft with your kids, you can look up facts about each animal or insect and learn something new
while having a blast. If your kids are feeling more imaginative than factual, that’s alright, too.
Encourage them to go off the map and create animals in all kinds of crazy colors!
These animal crafts for kids are great for boys and girls, teachers and parents, and animal lovers
of any age. Go ahead; go wild with these animal crafts!
You can find even more craft projects, games, and activities at www.AllFreeKidsCrafts.com.
Our eBooks, like all our kids’ craft projects, are absolutely FREE to members of our kids’ crafts
community. Please feel free to share with family and friends and ask them to sign up at our
website for our free e-mail newsletter.
Happy crafting!

Emily, Editor of AllFreeKidsCrafts
www.AllFreeKidsCrafts.com
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Fish Bowl Lanterns
By: Akane from Juggling with Kids
Having pet fish is fun, and the fish bowl is
always a pretty addition to your counter.
However, it can be difficult to take care of a
fish, and sometimes, they don't live as long
as you would like. Keep the beauty without
the beast when you make Fish Bowl
Lanterns. These bowls are perfect for the
summer months or for the months you wish
were summer. Turn these faux fish bowls
into a nightlight for extra fun.

Materials:






Small fish bowl
White glue
Warm water
Tissue paper
Scissors






Glitter (optional)
A sponge or paint brush
Decorative stones (optional)
Tea light candles or flameless candles

Instructions:
1.) Tear several pieces of blue tissue paper. Cut out some large fish from tissue paper. Using another
color, cut out smaller fish. Cut seaweed from green tissue paper.

2.) To prepare the paste, mix 3 parts white school glue with 1 part warm water.
3.) Using a foam paint brush, apply the paste to the entire outside of the fish bowl.

4.) Cover the fishbowl with blue tissue paper, layering the paper as much or as little as you want. If you
want to add glitter onto the bowl, add it during this step.

5.) Cover the fish bowl with one more coat of paste to seal the tissue paper in. Add the fish and seaweed
to the bowl.

6.) Brush on a final coat of paste to seal in the fish bowl design. Let it dry.
7.) If you choose, add decorative stones and a tealight candle (or a flameless candle) to the inside of
your fish bowl.

Handprint Art Crabs
By: Kelly from Here Comes the Sun
Summer fun is at your fingertips with this adorable art
project idea. Handprint Art Crabs are quick and easy
animal crafts for kids that would be perfect for
summer camp, birthday parties, or just because.
Simple summer crafts for kids like these are perfect
for toddlers and preschoolers. Once the kids'
handprints have dried, invite them to decorate their
handprint art with ocean foliage or other fish. You can
even add seashells or sand if you have them on hand!
Materials:
 White paper or card stock
 Red tempera paint
 Googly eyes





Glue
Markers
Sand and seashells (optional)

Instructions:
1.) Paint your child’s hands with the red paint. Have them place their hands on the paper towards the
top.
2.) Turn your paper so the handprints are at the bottom. Glue some google eyes to the top of the crab.
Create your crab’s habitat by gluing sand to the bottom. You can also glue some seashells into the sand
if you like. If you don’t have those items, have your child draw the ocean floor on their paper.
3.) Finish off your creation by having your child color the background and add any other sea creatures
they want.

Cute Clothespin Fish
By: Amanda Formaro for AllFreeKidsCrafts
Fish crafts are super popular among kids, so these Cute
Clothespin Fish definitely belong on your list of cool craft
ideas. Clothespin crafts like these are perfect for kids to do
because they are super simple and a lot of fun. These
adorable little fish will take your kids no time at all to
create, which means they can create a giant school of fish!
All your kids have to do is print out the free template that's
included and get to crafting. Before you know it, your house will be full of beautiful fish.
Materials:





4 wooden clothespins
Colorful scrapbook paper
Fish template
4 googly eyes




Hot glue gun (you can also use white
craft glue)
Scissors

Instructions:
1.) Print the patterns and use them to cut fish from scrapbook paper. (Download as PDF or print the next
page.)
2.) Cut each fish in half horizontally, from tail to nose.

3.) Lay clothespins on their sides. Glue the top half of the fish to the upper half of the clothespin, and
glue the bottom half of the fish to the lower half of the clothespin.

4.) Glue on the googly eyes.

Perky Penguin Gift Bag
By: Benetta Strydom for AllFreeKidsCrafts
Celebrate the cold winter months with this adorable Perky
Penguin Gift Bag. Help the kids make penguins to adorn simple
DIY gift bags, and then fill the bag with small treats. Anyone who
receives this festive gift bag is sure to love it!

Materials:










Template
8.4” x 7.1” brown paper bag
7.4” x 6.6” blue cardstock
Black and white felt
Yellow cardstock
One pair of 20mm googly eyes
10mm wide light blue ribbon
Two felt snowflakes
Red glitter











Mod Podge
3D self-adhesive foam squares
Thin paintbrush
Scissors
Pencil
Ruler
White colored pencil
Snowflake embellishments (optional)
Quick-drying craft glue

Instructions:
1.) Frame the blue cardstock with the ribbon. Center and glue the blue cardstock to the front of the bag.

2.) Using the pattern sheet, trace each body part as follows: Use the white colored pencil to trace body
and two wings onto the black felt. Trace body part 2 onto the white felt. Trace the beak and two feet
onto yellow cardstock. (Download as PDF or print the next page.)

3.) Cut out all the pattern pieces.
4.) Center and glue the black part of the penguin’s body to the bag.

5.) Glue the white body piece on top of the black body.

6.) Use 3D self-adhesive foam squares at the bottom of the wings, and add glue to the tip of the wings.
Glue the wings in place. Glue wiggle eyes in place.

8.) Add 3D self-adhesive foam squares to the bottom part of the beak, and a drop of glue to the fold of
the beak. Glue it in place. Decorate as you wish!

Egg Carton Frog
By: Amanda Formaro for AllFreeKidsCrafts
Egg carton crafts are some of the best recycled projects kids
can make, and with this cute little critter, it’s easy to see why.
The Egg Carton Frog is an adorable recycled craft that will
bring you a smile every time you see it. With just a few
household materials and basic crafting supplies, your little
one will be on their way to creating this froggy friend.

Materials:
 2 cups from a cardboard egg carton
 1 Styrofoam coffee cup
 Green craft paint
 2 green pipe cleaners
 2 green buttons
Instructions:
1.) Paint the egg cups and the coffee cup with green paint.

2.) Cut the cup to about 2-inches from the bottom.






2 googly eyes
Scrap of red felt
Hot glue gun
Scissors

3.) Cut one of the pipe cleaners in half. Bend the top of the pipe cleaner into a loop and twist. This forms
the top of the back leg.

4.) Bend the bottom half into a loop, forming a shape similar to a heart. Leave a little excess pipe cleaner
sticking out to poke into the side of the cup.

5.) Repeat with the other half of the pipe cleaner to make the second back leg. Poke the pipe cleaner leg
into the side of the cup body.

6.) For the front legs, cut the second pipe cleaner in half. Set one half aside for a future project. Take the
remaining half and cut that in half. Bend one end of each pipe cleaner into a small loop for the front
foot. Make a bend in the front leg and poke it into the front of the cup. Repeat for the other leg.

7.) Cut a forked tongue from red felt and glue inside one of the egg cups.
8.) Glue the egg cups together, open end to open end.
9.) Glue the egg cup head to the body.
10.) Glue googly eyes to the buttons.

11.) Glue the eyes to the head.

Tropical Paper Plate Toucan
By: Rachel from I Heart Crafty Things
Dreaming of a jungle adventure? This Tropical Paper
Plate Toucan is a great idea for jungle animal crafts
for kids. Tropical themed crafts like these make fun
and colorful decorations for the classroom or the
refrigerator!

Materials:
 Toucan template
 2 sheets black cardstock paper
 Quarter sheet of brown cardstock paper
 Small paper plate
 Red and yellow tissue paper
 Red, green, orange paint (or whatever
colors you want to paint the beak)








Black paint
Paint brush
Large googly eye
White glue
White crayon
Scissors

Instructions:
1.) Cut your small paper plate in half. Cut the end of one of the half's off and give it a little bit of a curved
shape at the bottom to form the beak.
2.) Paint the full half section of the paper plate black. This section will be used for the wings of the
Toucan. Paint the beak section with the colors of your choice. Let the pieces dry completely.
3.) Cut out your Toucan body and feet using the template. (Download as PDF or print the next page.)
Use black cardstock for the body and brown cardstock for the feet.

4.) For the tail feathers, trace your child's closed hand on a piece of black cardstock paper and cut it out,
then have your child glue it onto his Toucan body.

5.) To replicate the yellow and red feathers on the Toucan face and underbelly, outlined the areas with
white crayon. Glue yellow and red crumpled tissue paper in those areas.

6.) To finish the Toucan, glue on the feet, a large wiggly eye, the black wing and the colorful beak.

Happy Paper Plate Hippo
By: Rachel from I Heart Crafty Things
This cheerful animal craft for kids will put a smile on
your face. Say hello to the Happy Paper Plate Hippo!
This paper plate craft for kids is easy and budget
friendly, which makes it the perfect craft for a rainy
day. You might even have everything you need
already in the house!

Materials:
 2 paper plates
 Grey cardstock
 White cardstock
 Black marker






Pink paint
Grey paint
Glue
Googly eyes

Instructions:
1.) Trim some of the paper plate off of both sides to make each plate more of an oval shape.

2.) Fold one of the paper plates in half (fold so the top of the plate is in the inside). This will be the hippo
mouth. Unfold that plate and paint the bottom of each plate gray.

3.) Once the paint is completely dry, turn the mouth paper plate over and paint the inside pink. Let it dry
completely before moving on.

4.) Fold the mouth paper plate in half with the gray showing on top and glue it to the bottom of the face
paper plate. Cut out two nose nostrils out of gray paper and glue them onto the top of the mouth.

5.) Cut ears out of gray paper and glue them onto the back of the face. Also glue large wiggly eyes onto
the hippo face.

6.) For the teeth, cut strips of white cardstock paper with one side rounded. Make a small fold at the
straight end of the tooth and glue the cardstock to the inside of the hippo’s mouth.

7.) Using the black marker, draw whiskers on the hippo’s mouth.

Pretty Paper Plate Peacock
By: Rachel from I Heart Crafty Things
Peacocks are pretty proud creatures with their chests
puffed up and their feathers waving. You can't blame
them, though, since they are tremendously beautiful.
Bring one of these amazing birds into your home with
the Pretty Paper Plate Peacock. This art for preschoolers
is really easy to create, but it looks great, and it costs
next to nothing to make!

Materials:
 Paper plate
 Liquid watercolors (or regular
watercolors)
 Blue cardstock or construction paper
 Small piece of yellow cardstock or
construction paper







2 googly eyes
Cocktail toothpicks
Tape
Gold, green and blue sequins in varying
sizes
Glue

Instructions:
1.) Paint the top side of your paper plate with green water color paint.
2.) Using blue watercolors, paint random stripes on the paper, blending with the green paint in step 1.
Let the paper plate dry completely.

3.) Draw a bowling pin shape on a half sheet of blue cardstock paper and cut it out.

4.) Add details to the peacock’s body. Cut a beak from yellow paper, add googly eyes, and tape 4 cocktail
toothpicks to the back of the head. Glue the peacock’s body to the paper plate.
5.) Glue the largest sequins onto the paper plate in any design you choose. Glue the smaller sequins
onto the large sequins.

Clothespin Hippo and Zebra Magnets
By: Amanda Formaro for AllFreeKidsCrafts
Need some new fridge magnets to display your child’s
artwork? Turn your kitchen into a zoo of fun with these
Clothespin Hippo and Zebra Magnets. Clothespin crafts like
this one are great for kids because they are easy to make, but
they’re also functional when they’re done. The free printable
template will make this project even easier, too!

Materials:






2 wooden clothespins
Cardstock: white and light blue
Markers: black, gray, pink
4 googly eyes
2 magnets






Templates
Scissors
White craft glue
Glue stick

Instructions:
1.) Cut the hippo pattern from light blue card stock and the zebra pattern from white card stock.
(Download as PDF or print next page)

2.) Use scissors to cut the zebra's mane in a zigzag type manner.

3.) Use a black marker to add the zebra's muzzle. Leave two small ovals for the nostrils.

4.) Color the zebra's mane with black marker.

5.) Follow the pattern as a guide and draw stripes on the zebra. (Hint: if you prefer, you can print the
zebra pattern directly on the card stock and simply color in the snout!)

6.) Color in the nostrils with gray marker and the inside of the ears with pink.

7.) For the hippo, draw two nostrils with gray marker.

8.) Turn the hippo over, and cut teeth from white card stock. Glue the teeth to the back of the face with
a glue stick.
9.) Pipe a line of glue onto the top of the clothespin. Attach the clothespin to the back of the hippo.
Repeat for the zebra.
10.) Glue a magnet to the back of each clothespin.

Lovely Origami Butterflies
By: Julie from Emma Owl
Butterfly crafts are loved by everyone, and now you and your
little ones can learn how to make origami butterflies with this
amazing tutorial. These paper crafts for kids can be made in a
matter of minutes, so they're a great quickie craft for rainy days.
You can use plain paper that you already have on hand, or you
can make these Lovely Origami Butterflies from painted coffee
filters! Make as many as you can with your crafty little kiddos,
and your home will be beautified in no time.

Materials:
 Plain paper or coffee filters
 Watercolors (for coffee filters, if you use them)
Instructions:
1.) If your paper isn’t already square, cut it into a square shape.
2.) Fold in half, both ways. Turn over and fold on the diagonals, both ways.
3.) Push in two sides, as shown in the picture below

4.) Push in the two opposite sides (step 3) until the paper is flat.

5.) Fold two corners over to meet the center line

6.) Turn over and lift the bottom piece up, so the top point is slightly over the paper. When you do this
the folded triangles will start to open.
7.) Fold the tip over the paper and push hard!

8.) Pinch and squeeze the center together and release. You should now have a beautiful butterfly!

9.) To make these butterflies from coffee filters, have your child paint a coffee filter with watercolors
and allow the coffee filter to dry. Cut a square from the coffee filter and follow the instructions above.

Beautiful Clothespin Dragonflies
By: Amanda Formaro for AllFreeKidsCrafts
When the world wakes up from winter, all sorts of
beautiful spring and summer bugs come back to life.
Embrace the beauty of a new season with these Beautiful
Clothespin Dragonflies! These little critters are incredibly
easy to make, so your kiddie crafter will be done making
them in no time at all. Help your little ones create all kinds
of colorful designs, and your house will be brimming with
these lovely creatures.
Materials:
 Flat wood slotted clothespin
 Paint: two colors of your choice
 2 shiny pipe cleaners




White craft glue
Toothpick

Instructions:
1.) Paint the clothespin with a paint color of your choice. When dry, use a toothpick to dot on polka dots
with the second color of paint.

2.) Bend a pipe cleaner so that the ends touch, and twist them together to form a circle. Stretch that
circle out to a long oval, then twist in the center to create one set of wings. Repeat with the second pipe
cleaner.

3.) Add a dab of glue to the slot in the clothespin, all the way up at the top. Slide one set of wings into
the slot and slide it all the way up to the top.

4.) Add another dab of glue after the first pipe cleaner, then repeat the previous step to add the second
set of wings.

Scrappy Ladybug Magnets
By: Amanda Formaro for AllFreeKidsCrafts
Use up your scraps in the cutest way possible with these
charming DIY magnets. Scrappy Ladybug Magnets are super
thrifty art project ideas for little ones to make. These adorable
ladybug crafts are the perfect way to decorate the kitchen for
spring and summer, but ladybug enthusiasts will want to leave
them up all year long. If you have felt, fabric, and paper to
spare, you simply have to make these scrapbuster crafts with
your kids.

Materials:
 Fabric scraps
 Round plastic lid
 Felt to coordinate with your fabric
 Card stock
 Black and white craft paint
 Round magnets







Scissors
Pen
Paintbrush
Toothpick
Glue stick

Instructions:
1.) Trace around the round plastic lid onto the fabric. Use scissors to cut out the circle.

2.) Cover the back of the fabric circle with a glue stick.

3.) Stick the fabric circle to coordinating felt. Glue the felt to the card stock.

4.) Paint a semi-circle for the head with black paint.

5.) Use the handle end of the paintbrush to dot on the whites of the eyes. Let everything dry completely.

6.) When dry, use a toothpick to dot black onto the whites of the eyes.
7.) Use scissors to cut around the ladybug, leaving a felt border.
8.) Attach a magnet to the back with white craft glue.

Unexpected Plastic Egg Fireflies
By: Julie from Emma Owl
These Unexpected Plastic Egg Fireflies are one of
the most adorable animal crafts out there. Recycled
crafts for kids are always a great idea when you're
looking for low-cost summertime activities, so these
little fireflies should be at the top of your list of fun
and easy crafts to do with your kids. They'll love
lighting up the night with their own little fireflies,
and the fireflies will be a gorgeous addition to your
outdoor patio. Your children can also use these as a
nightlight if they need a little comfort at night.

Materials:
 Plastic eggs (light colors work best)
 Battery-operated tea lights
 Cardstock or tissue paper





Pipe cleaners
Googly eyes
Glue

Instructions:
1.) Using 3 long pipe cleaners, create the firefly’s legs, attaching them in the center of the egg on the
bottom side. Attach antennae on the top of the egg, towards the front of the egg. (Note: the “front” of
the firefly will be the larger half of the plastic egg.) As you work, make sure you don’t attach any parts to
the egg that will prevent you from opening it later.
2.) Cut wings from tissue paper and/or cardstock and attach them on the top side of the egg in the
center. Add googly eyes under the antennae.

3.) Open your plastic egg, turn on the tea light, and place it in the back half (the smaller half) of the
plastic egg. Close the egg.

Majestic Clothespin Butterflies
By: Amanda Formaro for AllFreeKidsCrafts
When it comes to crafting, kids love two things most
of all—painting crazy, colorful designs and creating
adorable little creatures—and these Majestic
Clothespin Butterflies are the best of both worlds.
These butterflies are one of the easiest painting
projects for kids, which means they have the freedom
to create any design they like. Kids will have a blast
creating the most unique butterflies ever!

Materials:
 2 round slotted clothespins (also called
doll pins)
 Black paint
 2 tiny googly eyes
 Black pipe cleaner






1 sheet of copy paper
Watercolor paints
Paintbrush
White craft glue

Instructions:
1.) Paint the clothespins black and set aside to dry.

2.) Paint the piece of paper with the watercolor paints. Don't leave any white areas; paint the whole
thing and be as colorful as you can! Set aside to dry.

3.) Glue the googly eyes onto the clothespin. Then set aside to dry.

4.) When the pieces of painted paper are dry, cut the painted paper in half so that you have two 5"x8"
(approximately) pieces.
5.) Starting at the 5" side, fold paper up accordion style. Repeat for the second painted paper.
Stretch the paper out. With the clothespin laying on the table, insert the 5" side of the paper, painted
side facing up, into the clothespin's slot.

6.) Gather the paper up into the slot by pulling and pushing the paper a little at a time. Spread the wings
out and shape them.

7.) Cut the pipe cleaner in half. Wrap it around the neck of the clothespin so that the open ends are in
the back. Twist it closed around the neck.
8.) Bend the two ends up so that the stick up behind the head. Trim to desired length for your antennae.

Toilet Tube Hooty Owls
By: Natasha from Amelie’s House
Who, who, who wants to make some Toilet Tube Hooty Owls?
These precious owl crafts for kids make cute decorations for the
house. Recycled craft ideas are great ways to make adorable
crafts for kids without spending anything, and chances are, you
have plenty of toilet paper rolls to spare on this precious project.
These little owls are the cutest animal crafts for children to make,
so when you display them around your home, you’ll have a hoot!

Materials:





Toilet paper roll
Cupcake Liners
Brown craft paper
White paper





Small piece of orange paper
Black marker
Glue

Instructions:
1.) Cut a toilet paper roll in half.
2.) At the top of the toilet paper roll, pinch two sides together and down to create the “ears” of the owl.
3.) Cut a cupcake liner into quarters. Trim away the point of the cupcake liner. Layer the cupcake liner
pieces on the front of the toilet paper roll.
4.) Using the white paper, cut two small circles for eyes. Add detail with a black marker. Add a small
orange triangle between the eyes for the beak.
5.) Cut a half circle of the brown craft paper and attach it to the back of the toilet paper roll, making the
wings.

Lion and Lamb Puppets
By: Julie Lewis for Plaid
These Easy Lion and Lamb Puppets are so fun to make that
the kids are going to want to make enough to make their
own farms. These puppets are fun paper bag craft ideas
for kids to make, and they’re a perfect fit for Sunday
school classrooms!

Materials:







Apple Barrel ® Colors - White, Black,
Pretty in Pink, Chestnut
White and brown lunch bags
2mm foam sheets – black, white, tan
Scissors
Liner brush #1
Stencil brush- ¼”









Flat brush- ¼”
Spouncer-1 ¼”
Styrofoam bowl- 6”
Stuffing or crumpled newspaper
Stapler
Glue
Pencil

Instructions:
1.) Trace bowl onto tan and white foam sheet. Paint circle black on white foam and chestnut on tan.
2.) Cut around painted circles as shown.
3.) Cut four black legs and four tan legs.
4.) Using spouncer, apply pink dots to paws as shown.
5.) Create all dots by dipping handle end of paint brush into paint.
6.) Cut two ears each of tan and black foam.
7.) Paint faces with liner brush. Apply cheeks with dry stencil brush.
8.) Stuff bags and fold tops over. Staple to secure.
9.) Paint details on bags.
10.) Glue arms, legs and heads to bags and glue ears to heads.

Jar Lid Owls
By: Amanda Formaro for AllFreeKidsCrafts

Everyone loves Mason jar crafts, but have you ever
wondered what to do with the leftover lids?
Wonder no more! Jar Lid Owls are some of the most
unexpected (and most adorable) upcycled craft
projects for kids to make. Owl crafts are always
trendy, but since these little critters are both thrifty
and easy to make, this particular project has
become a crowd favorite.

Materials:





Recycled jar lids
Sand paper
Craft paint in bright colors
Paintbrush




3 round sponge applicators of varying
size
Toothpick

Instructions:
1.) Wash and gently sand the jar lids to knock off any glossy finish.
2.) Paint the jar lids with bright colors. Paint a second coat if needed.
3.) Dip a round sponge applicator into white paint and dot two eyes onto each lid.

4.) When white is dry, use a smaller round sponge applicator dipped in green paint to add the iris. Paint
the beak in orange.

5.) When green is dry, use a smaller round sponge applicator (or a paintbrush handle) dipped in black
paint to add the pupil.

6.) Use a toothpick to dot on a small dot of white onto the black pupil.
7.) Add a beak with dark orange paint.
8.) Use contrasting colors to paint on wings and foreheads.
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